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John E. Schembari is a partner in Kutak Rock LLP and chair of the 
firm’s Employee Benefits Group. He concentrates exclusively in ERISA/
employee benefits law for Taft-Hartley funds, public employers and 
corporate plans. His practice includes ERISA fiduciary matters, such as 
fiduciary litigation and training. He also advises on general retirement 
and welfare plan compliance/administrative matters such as COBRA, 
USERRA, FMLA, HIPAA, QDROs and IRS qualification requirements. 
Schembari is a frequent speaker and author on Taft-Hartley and public 
plan issues. He has been selected by his peers for the “Best Lawyers 
in America” listing in Employee Benefits Law since 2007 and also has 
a peer review rating of “AV” by Martindale-Hubbell. Schembari is also 
one of only two lawyers identified by Chambers and Partners as a 
leading ERISA attorney in the state of Nebraska and was recognized 
by Best Lawyers as the 2012, 2018, 2020, and 2023 Omaha Employee 
Benefits (ERISA) Law Lawyer of the Year. He graduated magna cum 
laude from Boston University School of Law and received his bachelor 
of science degree in finance magna cum laude from Marquette Uni-
versity. 


